
Introduced by Council Member Brown:
ORDINANCE 2014-681
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING LANGUAGE INCLUDED IN THE BALLOT TITLE AND OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR A PUBLIC “STRAW BALLOT” REFERENDUM AS APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL IN ORDINANCE 2014-151-E REGARDING DUVAL COUNTY RESIDENCY TO CLARIFY INTENT TO TAKE EFFECT FOR EMPLOYEES HIRED AFTER JANUARY 1, 2016; PROVIDING FOR THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL AND THE SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS TO MAKE EDITS OR MODIFICATIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE INTENT OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council passed Ordinance 2014-151-E to direct the Supervisor of Elections to place a straw ballot  referendum question as to residency requirements of City employees, including appointees, employees of independent agencies (but not including Duval County School Board), and employees of constitutional officers on the first election ballot on March 24, 2015;

 WHEREAS, the referendum question and ballot title does not specify whether it would apply to existing employees or only to new hires after a date certain, which should be established as of January 1, 2016; and  

WHEREAS, the Council finds that its prior intent in approving Ordinance 2014-151-E to pose the referendum question was to apply to all new hires and not to existing employees; and

WHEREAS, the Council would like the Office of General Counsel and the Supervisor of Elections to be able to clarify the language approved in Ordinance 2014-151-E  as it will appear on the first election ballot on March 24, 2015, including the ballot title, to effectuate the Council’s intent that the referendum question would not apply to existing employees but to new hires as of January 1, 2016 and would like to delegate to the Office of General Counsel and the Supervisor of Elections the authority to take any actions necessary to effectuate the intent so stated; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Recitals.  The above stated recitals are true and correct and are hereby incorporated herein.  

Section 2.

Authorizing the Office of General Counsel’s Office and the Supervisor of Elections to Clarify Language in Straw Ballot Referendum and Ballot Title.  Contemporaneous with the enactment of this legislation, the Office of General Counsel and the Supervisor of Elections are authorized to take all necessary action in connection with this legislation to effectuate the intent of the Council to clarify that the straw ballot referendum language, including the ballot title, applies to all new hires of the City of Jacksonville, including appointees, employees of independent agencies (but not including Duval County School Board), and employees of constitutional officers as of January 1, 2016, but not to existing employees.  All such modifications shall be subject to appropriate legal review and approval by the General Counsel, or designee, and all other appropriate official action required by law.

Section 3.

Effective Date.
 This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Paige Hobbs Johnston
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